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Representing Endurance in Tang dynasty China

For centuries, Bactrian camels have been known for their adaptability and endurance. They can embark on long distance journey in a great variety of weather conditions without consuming any water for months. These qualities make them powerful and trustworthy companions for travelers, especially those engaged in caravan trade along the ancient Silk Road. The chosen ceramic sculpture (Figure 1) from VMFA dynamically glorifies the strength and endurance of Bactrian camels, depicted through its carefully modeled long legs, forward-looking head, and heavy goods on its humps. 
The Legs of the Bactrian camel are adapted to endure the long journey. The Camels have long legs which help in keeping the body away from the hot sand in the deserts. The long legs are also allowing the camels to easily walk on sand for long distances (2). The long legs of the camels help them in keeping the body away from the sand when travelling on long distances allowing them to endure the hot temperatures. The long legs are also strong, allowing the camels to ensure long journeys and carrying heavy weight in the sand. The long feet flat allowing the weight of the camel to spread on the sand. 
The head of the camel is also unique to help the camel in travelling the long journeys. The forward looking head contains a third eye lid. The eye lid is an adaption to protect the eyes of the camel from the sand blowing in the desert. The camels also have thick eyebrows which act as shields for protecting the eyes of the camel from the host desert sun. The nostrils of the camel are able to open and close protecting it from inhaling sand (1).
The Bactrian camels have two humps on their back. The humps play various roles allowing the camels to travel for long journeys without water (1). The Humps of the camels store fat which is essential for the long journeys. The fat stored in the humps of the camels is metabolized to produce energy which allows the camel to go for several months without eating (2). The fat can also be metabolized to water allowing the camel to endure the harsh desert conditions. The two humps for the Bactrian camels functioning the same way allow them to endure longer distances than camels with a single hump. The humps also help the animal to easily carry goods or travelers on their backs. 
The Bactrian camel has long strong legs, forward looking head and two back humps which allow it to endure the long journeys. All these features play essential roles in allowing the animals to travel long journeys. The long legs allow the camels to easily travel in the hot sand while keeping the body away from the hot desert temperatures. The two humps of the Bactrian camels allow them to walk for long hours without water or food. The camel is well adapted to endure long journeys compared to the camels with a single hump (1).
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